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Health Area Office, 
Launceston, 


To: The Chairman and Councillors of the 
Rural District of Stratton. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present the Annual Report of the Medical 
Officer of Health for the year 1967. 


The vital statistics for the year show a decrease of two in the 
number of live births, and a docrease of two in the number of deaths. 
Although the favourable balance of births over deaths continued, with 
62 births against 56 deaths, the Registmar-General's estimate of the mid- 
year population once again showed a decline, from 4770 in 1966 to 4730 
in 1967. Cancer headed the list of causes of death, followed by heart 
disease and vascular lesions of the nervous system, in that order. There 
were no infant deaths, but two stillbirths were recorded. 


The incidence of infectious disease was low. Cases of measles 
occurred in small numbers throughout the year, with an increase in 
numbers in December. The infection took a mild form. There was one 
case of brucellosis, due undoubtedly to the consumption of infected milk. 
There were two cases of the mild form of dysentery, and two cases of 
salmonella typhimuriun infection. 


In the environmental field, the year saw the completion of the 
extension of the Widemouth Bay Sewage Disposal Works for the treatment of 
sewage from Marhamchurch, and the beginning of the scheme for the extension 
of the exiting sewerage system and the construction of a new disposal 
works at Whitstone. The North Devon Water Board continued its progress 
with the provision of main water supplies for the district. 


I should like to express my thanks to Mr.Yeo, the Council's 
Surveyor and Public He@lth Inspector, for his valuable co-operation in all 
aspects of our work and in the preparation of this report. The continued 
help of the Clerk and the Council's other officers has been greatly 
appreciated. 


The Council's continued encouragement and support are most 
gratefully acknowledged. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your obedient Servant, 
WILLIAM PATERSON 


Medical Officer of Health 
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S.P.GRYLLS 
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Public Health Officers of the Local Authority: 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH ; 


WILLLAM PATERSON, M.be 9 Cn. Bs seksie 


also holds appointments of : 


‘Medical Officer of Health : Bude/Stratton Urban District Council 


Launceston Rural District Council 
Launceston Borough Council 
Camelford Rural District Council 


Health Area Medical Officer, Area 6, Cornwall County Council 


School Medical Officer, Cornwall County Council 


PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR : 


AL. YEO, Batak sCe Se 3 AeRe S.H. 
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SUMMARY OF VITAL SfATISTICS 


Area (in acres) 
Population 
No. of separate dwellings occupied :- 
Domestic dwellings 
Shops with dwellings 
Hotels, boarding houses, etc. 
Rateable Value 31.12.67 
Product of 1d. rate 1967-68 


Total Male 
Live Births 
Legitimate 60 29 
Illegitimate 2 1 
Stillbirths 2 2 
Deaths (all causes) 56 32 


Deaths from Puerperal 

and post~-abortive 

sepsis ae ee 
Other Puerperal causes i ae 


Infant Mortality 


(Deaths under 1 year 
per 1,000 live births) - - 


Male 
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 5 
Measles 7 
Whooping Cough 
(all ages) 


Diarrhoea (under 
2 years) 


Female 


56,285 
45730 


1,789 

Zs) 

8 
£100 , 59h. 
£383 


Rate per 1,000 estimated 


population 


131 


31 (Rate per 1,000 
total births) 


1148 


Total 


16 


Digitized by the Internet Archive a 
in 2018 with funding from... rf 
Wellcome Library ei 


‘t adteod 


https://archive.org/details/b3014355x 


be 2 na 
Natural and Social Conditions 


Area (in acres). 56,285. The Rural District of Stretton is mainly 
agricultural in character and the tourist industry in the coastal area 
forms an important part of the community life. 


Population. The Registrar General has estimated the population for the 
mid-year to be 4,730. The "natural increase" in the population is the 
excess of births over deaths. In 1967 there were 56 deaths and 62 births, 
6 more births than deaths. 


Deaths. The total number of deaths assigned to the District for ths year 
was 56. The crude death rate based on the mid-year population was 11.8. 
The following table for the past five years has been compiled for purposes 
of comparison :- 


Year Total Male Female Recorded Rate 
1963 62 3] 25 13.03 

196d. 58 55 25 12.108 
1965 og 25 34. 12.34 
1966 58 Sy ah 12.159 
1967 56 32 2, Li36 


In order to compare the mortality in the District with the 
mortality for Imgland and Wales, it is necessary to make a correction to 
allow for the difference in age and sex distribution of the two populations. 
This is done by applying to the crude death rate of the District an "Area 
Comparabili sy Factor" which has been estimated by the Registrar General as 
0.81 for this District. 


The Standardised Death Rate, therefore, is 9.56 which may be 
compared with that of 11.2 (provisional) for England and Wales. 


Births. The number of live births assigned to this District was 62 
compared with 6, in 1966. The rate per thousand of the population is 
13.1. When the Registrar General's Area Comparability Factor for births 
(1.25) is applied to this figure, the Standardised Birth Rate is 16.37 
for this District, compared with 17.2 (provisional) for England and Wales. 


Stillbirths. There were two stillbirths during 1967. 


Illegitimate Births. There were two illegitimate births in the District 
during the year, compared with 5 in 1966. 


Maternal Mortality. No maternal deaths were recorded during the year, 
Infant Mortality. There were no deaths of infants in the first year of life. 
NOTE: Vital Statistics. It is important that too much weight should not be 
attached to small variations in these rates from one year to the other, 


particularly where relatively small populations are involved - attention 
should rather be paid to the trend of these rates over a period of years. 


anott thio) Latvo® bas Leute 


ulntem at nottexd® to tointetd Lewd edt 288, 
aots Ieteaoo eft at yutenhat tatayot edt Bae xed onteco a 
sOtkl ytinuomos ont to Tua, 36 
edt tot nottaluqog eit botemttes aad ieee wicaliltts 
edt ef aottsinqog elt nit “sesexont Lerten" aft Sad od 
.addxrid Se hes eritesb 0@ enxew eradt “er al .attseb tevo edt rid 


ae0y, «At tot tointeid edt of bomgtass adteebh to tedaun Letot ‘aa 
«8.50 asw coitsiugog wey-bia edt ao hoesd etex dtsebh obit edt 
seaogiug tot beliqaos need aad exsey evit oan edit wot eldest gniwol 
3 Oe - 


ets bobroosh elsme't ots . fsto? 


80.5 as ve $3 
GOL.S1 as rad 82 
# Sf He es ee 
Cal. SL 4S #e be 
BLE as Se ea 


edd dtiw toivtebd oft mt ytilettom edt exsqmmo of asbt0 £ 

ot aoitosrios s exism of Ytseasoen el tf ,soleW bas hes facet 
enoktsluqog ows odt to aottudiateth xea bas egs af eonetoTtib « 
south" ma Joiweld oft to ster diseb sbuso edt of gaiyiqgs 
es Latenod asitaigeh edt yd botemites nosed ead dotdw " 

. ‘otek * 

a yem doidw 02.2 ai ,oro'toted? ,oteh dteod boativrabiet® ed? 
sols bas baelgc st (Leaoteivorg) S.Lf to text sti & ” 


$3 esw doixteid eaidd ot bengtsan eaddaxid evil to nodawet ont a 

at nottaluyog ort to basavord req otstedT .300L ak 33 déby 
adtrid tol tofosi ytilidsrsqmod seth a'lexeneD yextaigeH edt x ae 
YE.oL at ote diaid Doetiuebaste edd omit eidd of betlqus e. 
-20leW bas hboslgad sot (Isnotatvons) S.fI dtiw beteqmoo tt 


S2CE anid edraiscitte ons vie, cixe 


toiutaid edt mt adiaid otamitigellt owt ots 
eS Bie io L8oy, omy 


~ a. 

120, oth gatwh Bobxossy oxew aiitosh Lemredna of 
WALL Qo xa Pet taf tact Yo alto on wn ra « 
ed ton Sivoda tdgtew doum oot dadd 


todo edd oF teey ono mott estat 
noitnetis ~ beviovat ex anots 


ey Ee eet eM ee URINE SeaEE YEON ‘aad oe 


” a 
Sead 
niet 


->. if eh. 


pin Nea: 


~ M, ~ 


MORTALITY TABLE 


Classified in accordance with 36 headings based on the 
Abbreviated List of the International Statistical 
Classifications of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of 


dS et. 


Cause of Death 


Tuberculosis, respiratory 
Tuberculosis, other 

Syphilitic disease 

Diphtheria 

Whooping Cough 

Meningococcal infection 

Acute Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other infective and parasitic diseases 
Malignant neoplasm, stomach 

Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 
Malignant neoplasm, breast 

Malignant neoplasm, uterus 

Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms 
Leukaemia, aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular lesions of nervous system 
Coronary disease, angina 

Hypertension with heart disease 

Other heart disease 


- Other circulatory disease 


Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other disease of respiratory system 
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 
Nephritis and nephrosis 

Hyperplasia of prostate 

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion 
Congenital malformations 

Other defined and ill-defined diseases 
Motor vehicle accidents 

411 other accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide and operations of war 


Male 
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES 


General medical services under Part IV of the National Health 
Service Act, 1946, are provided by medical practitioners resident in 
the district and in adjoining districts, all of whom undertake maternity 
medical services. 


County Council. Services. 


I Health Department. The County Council is the local heaith 
authority for the purposes of Part III of the National Health 
Service Act, 1946, and provides the following services in the 
district : 


(a) Midwifery and Home Nursing: Nurse-midwives are provided to 
attend general nursing and midwifery cases in the home. 


(b) Health Visiting: Health Visitors are available to give 
advice on health matters in the home or at the ciinic. 
Originally concerned with the care of mothers and, young 
children, which is still their basic function, they are 
increasingly concerned with other age groups, particularly 
the aged. Some health visitors combine this work with 
general nursing and midwifery. All act also as school nurses. 


(c) Infant Welfare Centre : A Child Welfare Clinic is held 
monthly at the Castle, Bude. 


(d) Dental Clinic : Priority dental treatment for expectant 
and nursing mothers and pre-school children is available 
at the Dental Clinic at the Castle, Bude. 


(e) Vaccination and Immunisation: Facilities for vaccination 
against smallpox and immunisation against diphtheria, 
whooping cough and tetanus, and for poliomyelitis vaccination, 
are provided at the Child Welfare Clinic or by the supply of 
materials to the family doctor. 


(f) Home Help Service : Home helps are employed to provide domestic 
help for households in certain circumstances, a charge being 
made for this service according to the means of the person 
concerned. 


(g) Ambulance Service ; A service of ambulances for the conveyance 
of sick, accident and emergency cases is provided. For 
sitting cases, utilecon sitting case vehicles are used. When 
appropriate, some such cases are carried by the Hospital Car 
Service, a voluntary organisation. Day-to-day administration 
of the service is carried on from the Ambulance Control, Bodmin. 
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(h) Prevention of Illness, Care and After-Care : A full-time 
tuberculosis health visitor is provided for the care and 
after-care of tuberculous persons. District nurses are 
available to assist in the home treatment of such persons 
when required by the Chest Physician or family doctor, 

Routine tuberculin testing and, if necessary, B.C.G.vaccination 
(i.e. vaccination against tuberculosis) is provided for senior 
school children. 

Certain special investigations are carried out in other 
types of illness by district health visitors, while health 
education is carried out by the County's Medical and Nursing 
staff. 


(j) Mental health : The County Council has certain responsibilities 
in connection with the ascertainment of mental ill-health and 
mental deficiency, with the provision of statutory supervision, 
etc. for mental defectives living in the community, and with the 
provision of after-care following treatment for merital illness. 
The Mental Welfare Officer for the district works from the Health 
Area Office, Launceston. 


II Education Department : As Local Education Authority, the County 
Council is responsible for the School Health Service, which 
provides the following :- 


Periodic Medical Inspection of pupils 

Cleanliness Surveys of pupils 

Dental Inspection and treatment of pupils 

Ascertainment of handicapped pupils in need of specia’. education 
Treatment clinic at the Castle, Bude : 


Dental clinic - each Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
Child Guidance, by arrangement at Launceston Child Guidance Clinic 


Ill Welfare Department : This service is concerned with the welfare 
of the aged and with that of various categories of handicapped persons. 
It is concdérned also with the provision of temporary accommodation in 
certain circumstances for persons in urgent need thereof. The Welfare 
Officer for the district works from the Health Area Office,Launceston,. 


Hospital Service 


The South Western Regional Hospital Board is the hospital authority 
for the Area. Stratton Cottage Hospital provides in-patient and out-patient 
facilities in the district. Patients are referred also to hospitals in 
Plymouth and elsewnere. Cases of infectious disease are admitted to the Scott 
Hospital, Plymouth, and tuberculosis patients to Didworthy Chest Hospital or 
Tehidy Hospital. Mental hospital accommodation is provided by St. Lawrence's 
Hospital and Laninval House, Bodmin and Moorfields Hospital, Ivybridge,Devon. 
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An Orthopeedie Clinic is held weekly at the Castle, Bude, and a 

_ Physiotherapy Clinic at Dawfield Hospital, Holsworthy, The Chest Clinic is 
held at Btratton Hospital. An Ophthalmic Clinic for school and pre-school 
children is held periodically at the Castle, Bude. A Specialist Ante- 
Natal clinic is held in Launceston each week. 


Laboratory Facilities. 


These are provided by the Public Health Laboratory, Exeter, to 
which specimens for bacteriological examination are sent. 
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES 
WATER 


During the year the Parishes of Foundstock and Marhamchurch, 
formerly in the statutory water area of the Bude-Stratton Urban District 
Council, were transferred to the area of the North Devon Water Board, and 
the latter body are now the statutory water undertakers for the whole of the 
Stratton Rural District. 


The main water supply scheme serving the hamlet of Bangors in the 
Parish of Poundstock is still maintained by this Council. 


Two privately owned main supplies serve the hamlets of Stibb, 
Kilkhampton and Rosecare, St. Gennys respectively. 


The number of dwellings with full main supplies is 1107 which 
represents approximately 62% of the total number of dwellings in the 
Council's area. 


Details of the number of individual dwellings supplied with main 
water in each Parish are set out hereunder :- 


Parish Nos iof Source 
dwellings 
supplied 


North Devon 


Water Board Jacobstow 60 Prewley Main supply 
Kilkhampton 173. (+ 6 Prewley 
standpipes) 
Launcells 5k Prewley 
Morwenstow 115 Prewley 
North Tamerton dA Prewley 
St. Gennys 106 Prewley and Boreholes 
Week St. Mary of Prewley 
Whitstone 94, Prewley 
Marhamchurch beets Prewley 
(143 Tamar Lake 
Pounds tock Tamar Lake and 
(Widemouth Bay) 150 Borehole. 
Stratton Poundstock 
R.D.C. (Bangors) 36 Borehole 
Private Kilkhampton 
Supplies (Stibb) 13 Private borehole 
Ste Gennys 


(Rosecare) 11 Private borehole. 
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Generally 


Periodic samples from the public supplies have been submitted 
to the Public Health Laboratory by the North Devon Water Board and the 
Bude-Stratton Urban Distriot Council. These in general were satisfactory. 


The supply at Bangors, Poundstock is satisfactory in quality and 
quantity. 


During the year the North Devon Water Board have completed a scheme 
for the extension of their mains at Jacobstow to link with the existing 
mains at St. Gennys at a cost of £27,300, and an extension of the main, at 
an estimated cost of £6,650, from Wilsworthy Cross, North Tamerto:. to 
Clubworthy and Maxworthy in the Launceston Rural District is in progress. 


DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE 


Reasonably satisfactory sewerage and sewage disposal schemes are 
provided in the following villages and hamlets :- 


Woodford, Morwenstow 
Woolley, 3 
Goosehan, : 
Crosstowm, ° 
The Village, Kilkhampton 
Stibb, 4 
Bangors Pounds tock 
Treskinnick Cross, 4 
Widemouth Bay be 


The Village, Week St. Mary 
North Tamerton 

‘'Grimscott Launcells 
Southpark, Jacobs tow 
Wainhouse Corner . 

Brockhill Road, St. Gennys 


The extension of the Widemouth Bay Sewage Dosposal Works for the 
purpose of treating the sewage from the village of Marhamchurch has been 
completed at an estimated cost of £10,/50. 


The proposed scheme to extend the existing sewerage system at 
Marhamchurch and to link the same to the above Sewage Disposal works at an 
estimated cost of £0,750 has been approved in principle by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. 


The scheme for the extension of the existing sewerage system and the 
construction of new sewage disposal works at Whitstone has been approved by 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Government and work on the scheme has 
commenced. 


Improved sewage disposal facilities are required at Shop, Morwenstow. 
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CLOSET _ ACCOMMODATION 


10 Pail closots huve been converted to water closets during the 
past year. 


PUBLIC CLEANSING 


Refuse collection is undertaken in all Parishes as set out hereunder :- 


Parish Frequency of Collection 
liorwens tow Fortnightly 
Kilkhampton Village Fortnightly from October to April 


Weekly from May to September 


Stibb, Kilkhampton and 


outskirts of Parish Fortnightly 

Launcells Fortnightly 

Marhamchurch Fortnightly from October to April 

Weekly from May to September 

Week St. Mary Fortnightly 

North Tamerton Fortnightly 
-Whitstone Fortnightly 

Jacobs tow Fortnightly 

St. Gennys Fortnightly 

Crackington Haven, Fortnightly from October to April 
St. Gennys Weekly from May to September 
Widemouth Bay, Weekly 

Pounds tock 

Poundstock Fortnightly from October to April 


Weekly from May to September 
The refuse collected from the whole of the Council's area is 
disposed of in three refuse dumps situated in the Parishes of Morwenstow, 
Kilkhampton and Poundstock respectively. 
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 


Public Conveniences are provided by the Council at Widemouth Bay, 
Kilkhampton, Crackington Haven, Marhamchurch and Week St. Mary. 
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SHOPS 
The small village shops in this District are reasonably satisfactory. 
CAMPING SITES 
There are 17 licensed camping sites, and with the exception of a 


very few isolated varavans, they are, under the terms of the Licence, 
restricted to seasonal use only. In general these sites are well maintained. 


HOUSING STATISTICS 
186 houses are now owned by the Council. 
Number of new dwellings erected during 1967 


by private owners @eeeescoeoeovo*#ovse@*eeeweeeseeeoeee@ La 
by Council @eeeeaeoevoeeeweeeesevreeeseeeoeeveeseeoeeree Nil 


SLUM CLEARANCE 
Statutory action to secure the demolition of one dwelling has 
been taken during the year bringing the total number so dealt with since 
1955 up to 86. 


93 dwellings have been improved or provided by way of conversion 
with the aid of Discretionary Grants since the introduction of the Housing 
Act, 1949. 


Since June 1959, 188 applications for Standard Grants have Leon 
approved and work completed on 164. 


SMOKE ABATEMENT 
No action has been necessary 
SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS 
A small swimming pool has been provided at Morwenstow School. 
ERADICATION OF HED BUGS 
No action has been necessary 
SCHOOLS 


The schools and canteens are reasonably well maintained and are 
in all cases provided with water borne sanitatione 


COMMON LODGING HOUSES 


There are no common lodging houses in the area. 
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


Meat and other Foods 


Bakehouses 


Adulteration, etc. 


Chemical and 
Bacteriological 
Examination of Food 
Nutrition 


Shellfish 


The supervision of milk production and distrubution in 
this area is the primary responsibility of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Cornwall 
County Council. 

There are no slaughterhouses in operation in this area. 
There are no bakehouses in operation in this District. 
Summary of food condemned: - 


4 tins cooked ham 


No action required. 


No action required 
No action required 


No beds in the District 


Premises registered under Section 16 of the Food and Drugs Act,1955 :- 


Preparation or manufacture of sausages ia) 

Manufacture or sale of ice-cream 20 

Dairies registered under the Milk and 
Dairies Regulations, 1949 


Number of inspections of registered 
food premises oe. pare eee kd gine a) 


Nil 


Educational Activity 


Periodic inspections of food premises are made by the Medical 
Officer of HealthAnd Public Health Inspector, and advice given when necessary. 
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Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960 


' Number of food No. fitted to No. to which No. fitted to 
Premises comply with Regulation comply with 
Regulation 16 19 applies Regulation 19 
Butchers 4 i 4 b 
Grocers 20 15 17 15 
Greengrocers 1 z 1 al 
Bakers' shops 2 1 2 2 
Cafes and 
catering 
establishments 19 16 18 18 
Licensed 
premises 10 10 10 10 
Milk 
distributors 3 4. d. 4 
Honey processing 1 - 1 1 


Condemned Food 


Any condemned food stuffs are disposed of by burial or buming. 
No special examination of a stock or consignment of food has been necessary. 


Ice-cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1947 - 1952. 
With regard to Ice Cream (Heat Treatment, etc.) Regulations, 1947/- 
1952, no ice cream is actually manufactured in this area. In general this is 


purchased by the retailers from the firms who operate on a national scale 
outside the District. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1961 


Classified List of Registered Factories 
as at 3lst December, 1967. 


Nature of employment Power Non-power 
1. Carpentry, Joinery and 
Sawnills RE 1 
2. Garages, Repair shops 
and Engineers 10 4 
3. Plumbers - 1 
4.. Food manufacturers - 1 
5. Wearing apparel - 
(a) Outfitting 2. = 


Prescribed Particulars on the Administration of the Factories act, 1961, are 
attached as an appendix to this report in accordance with circular 1/60 of the 
Ministry of Health. 
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND 
OTHiR DISEASES. 


The infectious diseases which are statutorily notifiable to the 
Medical Officer of Health are the following :- smallpox, cholera, diphtheria, 
membranous croup, erysipelas, scarlet fever, typhus fever, typhoid fever, 
paratyphoid fever, relapsing fever, plague, poliomyelitis, tuberculosis, 
malaria, dysentery, puerperal pyrexia, ophthalmia neonatorum, acute primary 
pneumonia, acute influenzal pneumonia, whooping cough, measles, acute 
encephalitis, meningococcal infection, anthrax, leprosy, infective jaundice 
and food poisoning. 


The monthly incidence of infectious disease is shown in Table III. 


Smallpox, No case was notified during the year, in the course of which 37 
primary vaccinations and 9 re-vaccinations were carried out. 


Diphtheria. No cases were notified during 1967. 59 children received a 
complete course of immunisation against the disease, the triple antigen 
against diphtheria, whooping cough and tetanus being used in almost all 
instancese 90 children received reinforcing injections. 


Whooping cough. Three cases were notified during the year. 


Poliomyelitis. No case of this infection was notified during the year, 
in the course of which 66 persons completed a course of oral vaccination 
and 142 received reinforcing doses. 


Measles. 52 cases of this infectious disease were notified during the year. 


Scarlet Fevsr. Two cases of this infection were notified during the year, 
one in June and one in September. PBothcases were mild, and hospital 
admission was unnecessary. 


Puerperal Pyrexia. This is defined as any feverish condition occurring in a 
women in whom a temperature of 100.4°F. or more has occurred within fourteen 
days after childbirth or miscarriage. One case was notified in June, the 
feverish condition being coincidental. 


Brucellosis. This disease, sometimes known in man as undulant fever, is 
pramarily € diséane of cattle, and is caused by the organism known as 
brucella abortus. The germ causes contagious abortion in cattle. The disease 
is transmissible from infected cattle to human beings. As the germs are 
excreted in the milk from an infected cow, the drinking of such milk in the 
raw state is one main mode of infection. The other is direct contact with an 
infected animal, and those most at risk of becoming infected in this way are 
farmers, farm workers, veterinary surgeons and others who work with cattle. 


The human disease has been thought to be uncommon in this country, 
but there are grounds for believing that it is more common than was formerly 
Supposed. The exact diagnosis depends on laboratory tests and, in the absence of 
these tests, may not be recognised, or may be diagnosed as some other condition. 
The occurrence of cases without symptoms, or of mild cases, may contribute to 
the confusion. Very often, however, the disease is a severe prolonged and 
debilitating illness with a slow recovery and liability to relapses. 
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Brucellosis is not statutorily notifiable to the Medical Offioor of 
Health, but is often informally notified. In 1967, one case came to notice 
in this way. Investigations showed that the patient drank untreated milk 
obtained from a local producer-retailer. The County Public Health Service 
undertook the collection and submission of milk samples for bacteriological 
testing from this herd, and also from the herd of another local producer- 
retailer. The sample from one cow in each herd was found, on bacteriological 
culture, to contain living brucella organisms. <A notice under Regulation 20 
of the Milk and Dairies(General) Regulations, 1959, was served on each 
producer-retailer, to stop the sale of this milk, and an altemative supply of 
pasteurised milk was arranged for the customers. 


The spread of this disease by the consumption of infected milk 
would be prevented if all milk sold to the public were required to be 
effectively heat-treated before sale. The prevention of spread by direct 
contact with infected enimals, however, is much more difficult of achievement. 
Personal precautions may be effective for those in contact with animals known 
to have the disease, but, as some infected animals may have no symptoms, or 
may exc’rete the germs of the disease only intermittently, the risk to those 
unknowingly in contact is bound to be high. Schemes of calf vaccination against 
the disease, with the object of producing an immune bovine population, have been 
only vartly successful. The achievement of a brucellosis-free population of 
cattle is the only sure way of preventing the spread of the disease by direct 
contact, and this requires a scheme of eradication. This is a formidable 
project, which will require time and involve considerable public expense. 
The first step in this direction was taken by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food in 1967, with the introduction of the Brucellosis (Accredited 
Herds) Scheme. The basic object of this scheme is the identification of herds 
free from biucellosis which may be the future sourcs of surplus stock for 
previding replacements for herds from which the disease is being eradicated. 
This is, therefore, a long-term aim, but, no doubt, further action will follow 
as the scheme develops and the number of accredited herds increases. 


Dysentery. Two cases of this infectious disease were notified during the year, 
one, in July and one in September. In bothases, the diagnosis was bacteriolog- 
ically confirmed, the organism know as Shigella Sonnei being responsible in 
each casee This is the common causative organism of this disease in this 
country, and produces a relatively mildiform of the disease. 


In each case, the patient was a summer visitor on holiday in the 
district. The July patient, an adult, had most probably acquired the infection 
after arrival, but the source could not be established. The September patient, 
a young child, had been ill before leaving home, and required hospital admission. 


The present pattern of holiday-making undoubtedly favours the occurrence 
of gastro-intestinal infections. The large majority of holidaymakers have 
their own means of transport, and tour extensively either from a centre, or 
on a basis of overnight stops. This means that meals are eaten alfresco, and 
precooked food is used. This food is often carried for many hours in warm 
conditions in a car, a situation which could not be more favourable for bacterial 
growth, if the food has become contaminated, e.g. by flies. The investigation 
of cases in such circumstances is, very often, materially handicapped by the fact 


_ al ~ 


tn con tI90 faentiel eft of aldattivon ylisxotutate ton ek aba 

votton of ameo eeso sao ,JOCL al .beftitod vEfanttotnt” 

tm b Jsentas tasth toelteq edd adit bowoda encitagt 

gatvice® Atlee ofifdeD ytayod ed? .telietot=-isemhosg Is 

Leot; goto itetosd 1ot asfgues ALi ‘to soteatsive bas motive 

~rgoubotqg LIeool taivone to fred od} mort cela fis ted 2 

[seoty oLe bat toad no ,.fco? esw bued dose of woo ere pai 
OS aofis tos of tsbnu soliton A .emetrsgro Sifleomusd 

fase mo hevies daw ,C¢el ,enotialapek (ivsnons jean 

to yvlaave « veisnceed ia tie foe ,ALte atdt to slas edt gota of. 
»etonotaso et tot beynstis ssw 7 


2fim betostat to nofdqmmenoo edt yd eanesih ald? To haere aft 
od oS foxtoper exow akidug edt od Sfoa aftm ite th betaevenq s 
toorth yd Baatgs To nottmavertg off ,olne exoted vetzett~dsed % 
etaemevoides to tivofTtth stom doum ef ,tevewol ,aiamins hetoolal x 
aworl elsmtns diiw soatnoo af esods + ath evitvostte od Yam anolvus iq se 
To , ei wok give or evad yam alemtis badoe'tat mom Bs ,tud .sas0e Bred 
esos o¢ Aah oct .yltnotsianetat yin eeaseth ods “to BIT R - ava 
ractays poh ioBewent t tiso to eomanoS .«dgtd od of Sawod ef sastnce pi 
teed evad .mnoitaluqog entved onummt ne gaifoubdig To Jostdo ont ddiw , Ps 
to soitelugog cott-aeltsolleomd 2 to Jusmevetdos of? snecent 
lh yd eens eft Yo bases ody getineveag to Yew ote Yino 
00 inet s ef elf! .aoiteoliete to emeise s eotitpes eidd £ 
edi me oliduy eldstehiameo eviovat baa omit etiuper LLiw sf 
3" Fis tas to yaotalate ald id nelet aew mottoe1iS eitt nk g 
sti etpoa) etaoLfLoousl edd tu nottopbersat odt déiw .Ye@l ak be 
abwad Yo mokteoltidasebi odt ai emocioe etdt to toetdo atasd eft sar 
tot Hoots auiguwe to Gotuce ont at edt od Ysin dokdw aisol Lrowed ae 
-betsoibete nated al emseeth eds doiiw mort abyed 20t ata os Ley ta 
~> ¢£ 


el 


'Ooe"L 


r 
— d 


ftp sottos tadfivt .dduoh on ,tud , mts aftety-gaol & = 2 

»soesotont sivied Lotifetoss “to -sodewn edt bas eqolsvob f 
: a 
,1s0y, oft natwh Settiion evew esrealb epotioetat atds To sesag oe | 
~golot revond esw atsomueth ett .woamitod al .tedamtgea& al em bre ¥ uy 
nf efdtasoques yated Leano® affegité ae nvoml mainegro alt, .ben 
nindt mt vasseth aitlt to metnegto eviteauso mommoo edt a i at 
»ousoelh edt to arsot! BLim yYlevitelex s eooubund | 2B 


i 


old ok ysiiiod no totieiv weave s asw sopitag en? e280 dos 
soitoetat ert Loriypse yidedoug teom hed ,tivhes oa ,tusiveq ‘pivGs 
Fnotte q ‘oljawtqed off .beietidstes ed tom Efuco somos oft tad), 
nofesimbhs Latigeod Dextuport fas , eaiod paiveal exo ted Lt feed Sant « 


ontetiwooo eit etuoveal vioetdyohay spit etki tad to mrotteq tax 
eved axodsaryebifod to yfitotem egzel ed? .anoitostat., 
to ,sttmeo s mrt wodtis afantaciees xe wot hms sroceaont to 8 
fuye ,cosettis nates sie elaom tad ansom eiiT «1 | | 
anew nt eed yom 10% botetso dette et Soot aid 
aitedoad 10% ofdanwovel etom ed ton bition 
oitaaks eovest oat easllt asl *|a.9 ob 
sot anit yd beqqsos baud vale _nod't 


= 1516 . 


that the travellers may have only the vaguest idea of their various stopping 
places and of the shops at which their provisions have been bought. Frequently 
also they are unwilling to co-operate in investigations, as they are anxious to mov 
one The cases of such upsets which come to notice are usually those who have 

been ill enough to consult a doctor, and probably are in the minority. 


Food Poisoning. No cases of food poisoning were notified during the year. 
Two cases of infection by the germ salmonella typhimuriun came to attention, 
however. This germ is one of the food poisoning group of microbes. One case 
occurred in a person who was a patient in hospital for the treatment of 
another condition, and the infection had been contracted in hospital. The 
source of the infection in the other patient was not discovered. 


In August, information was received from the Divisional Veterinary 
Officer, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, of the infection of 
a cow, on a local farm, by the organism salmonella dublin. Infections of 
animals by organisms of the salmonella group may be a danger to human contacts, 
In this case, therefore, as is the routine practice, the affected farm was 
visited, and the human contacts advised of the risk and of precautionary 
measures. Specimens obtained from all these contacts were submitted to the 
Public Health Laboratory. In no case had any human contracted the infection. 


Tuberculosis 
Males Females 
Pul. Non=Pul Pul. Non-Pul 

Cases on Register 31.12.66 1 ak ic 3 
No. of cases notified 

during tie year - - - - 
Cases restored ~ - ~ - 
Inward Transfers - ~ a ec 
Cases Removed ~ - a4 - 

Total on Register 

31.12.67 A 2 6 3 


B.C.G. Vaccination continues to be offered to all susceptible contacts of 
known cases, most of whom avail themselves of this protection. 


The scheme for B.C.G. Vaccination of susceptible school children was 
continued by the County Council during the year, again with a good response. 


OTHER DISEASES 


Cancer of the Lung. Three deaths from this cause were recorded during the 

year, two male and one female. The total of lung cancer deaths since 1949 
now numbers 25 male and four female deaths. The deaths from all forms of 

cancer since that year now number 91 male and 93 female deaths. 
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Cancer of the Cervix. The Cervioal Cytology Clinic at Launceston came 
into operation againin January, 1967, as the Area Pathological Laboratory 
became able once more to accept specimens for examination, having overcome 
the staffing difficulties which led to the suspension of the Clinic in the 
previous year. 


Women between the ages of 30 and 55 years are accepted for this form 
of examination. The clinic at Launceston serves the whole of the Health 
Area, and beyond. During the year 501 specimens were submitted to the 
laboratory. One case of obvious cancer of the cervix was discovered, and 
was referred for urgent treatment. Two further suspicious cases were 
referred for more detailed investigation. 


The Cervical Cytology Clinic at Stratton Hospital continued to 
operate during the year. This is independent of the County Council's 
arrangements, and the figures above refer only to the County Council's clinic. 
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TABLE I 
TUBERCULOSIS 


Age and Sex Distribution of Cases and Deaths - 196, 


Age Groups New Cases Deaths 
Pul. Non-Pul. Pil. Non-Pul. 
M F M F M F M F 
ct. 4 # - ~~ ee = x 
Ne ot be s - ee ws = a 
5- iz 2 a fe “ 
15 - ~ ~ - - - - _ 
20 - ~ - - - - - - ~ 
25 - - - ~ ~ - - - - 
35 - - - - os ne 
45 = -  - - = - - = = 
55 - -. - -  - ah-= - = 
65 - - - -, - - - - 
Age unknown - - - - - - - 
TABLE IT 


VITAL STATISTICS 


SUMMARY FOR PREVIOUS YEARS 


POPULATION | BIRTHS DEATHS 
(Estimated) | Number | Crude Rate Under 1 year All ages 
Number | Rate 
nA 12.98 62 13.08 
ae 15.625 58 12.108 
A 58.82 be 10.98 
- - 58 12.159 
-— = 56 11,80 
TABLE III 


Monthly Incidence of Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis 
Jan.Meb.Mar./Apl.May June July Aug.Sept. Oct.Nov.Dec.Total 


Measles ND Te Giseet heat a? eas C0 ae i aed ~ 2 1 Se 
Whooping Cough - = = - = 1 - oe ye a “= 3 
Scarlet Fever ~ - - - ~- ne - ms 7 = = ee 2 
Dysentery - - ~ - - ee 8 ihe 5 ae wd “ 2 
Puerperal Pyrexia - - - = = LO aos ia ec —— = 1 
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TABLE IV 


Sanitary Inspection of the area 


Total number of inspections made for all purposes 157k. 

New Private Water Supplies provided «.. eee eee 2 

Number of samples of water analysed ... ar Ar a1 
Satisfactory 13 Unsatisfactory 8 

Existing water supplies improved eee cee cee 2 


Number of houses connected during the year to :- 


Council's mains eee aoe eee eee Nil 
North Devon Water Board's mains eee see 56 
Pail or Privy closets converted to water closets... 10 
New drains laid to existing premises... cee eee 21 
Existing drains Péquixed i, i SSR se 3 
Complaints received eee eee eee Ae ees 1h. 
Nuisances abated eee eee eee eee cee a 
Number of premises disinfected... eee ove aoe 1 
Number of inspections of sewerage and sewage 
disposal works ee eos ee rr coe 107 
Camping sites eee eve coe eee ri LOL 


Offensive trades eee aie js. s ep nee Nil 


yer 
g. 
tS 


asaogurg ffs tot obem 


-..etsaolo sotew of bodrevaes atezolo wird « 
oe see +s eselspig pats ixe of bist . 
"*. es see eee ‘ eantaxd 
ses +. a eee eee bovisoet: ‘ -_ ma 
wee ae see ere wor beteds i “sn 
e+e ees ese  seosbotostatets | 


@y J 
eee 


a 


aes 19 a 
APEENDIX 
FACTORIES ACT, 1961 
Prescribed Particulars on the Administration of 
__the Factories Act, 1961. 
Part 1 of the Act 


1 - INSPECTIONS for purposes of provision as to health 


Number on | Number of 
Register Inspections Written Occupiers 
Notices prosecuted 
(i) Factories in which 
Sections 1,2,3,4 and 6 19 7 


are to be enforced by 
Local Authorities 


(ii) Factories not included. 
in (i) in which 
Section 7 is enforced by 
the Local Authority 


(iii )Other Premises in which 
Section 7 is enforced 

by the Local Authority 
(excluding out-workers' 
premises 
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2 —- Cases in which DEFECTS were found 


Particulars 


Number of cases in which Number of 
defects were found cases in which 
Referred prosecutions 
Found|Remedied} To H.M. By H.M. were instituted 


Inspector Inspector 


7 
ee a ee ae a : 


Overcrowding (S.2) 


Unreasonable temperature 


(S.3) 


Inadequate ventilation 


(Sot) 


Ineffective drainage 
of floors (S.6) 


Sanitary Conveniences 
(S.7) 
(a)Insufficient 


(b)Unsuitable or 
defective 

(c)Not separate for 
sexes 


Other offences against 
the Act (not including 
offences relating to 
out-work 


| 


Pert VIII of the Act 


Outwork 


(Sections 133 and 132) 


NIL 
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